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peace ; whereas if Bonapartism stood for anything it stood for
the domination of France over the affairs of Europe by means
of military prowess.
§ 129. A new phase of the eastern question.—For forty
years there had been no great war—a longer period of peace
than Europe had enjoyed for centuries. The Great Exhibition
in Hyde Park (1851) was intended to draw the nations still
closer together, and Napoleon had at the outset of his reign
declared " L'Empire c'est la paix." Yet two years later Europe
was once more convulsed by war.
The underlying cause of it was a revival of the " Eastern
Question " (§ 96). The Sultan was still misgoverning his Balkan
provinces and they were always on the verge of rebellion. It
seemed as if the Ottoman Empire could not hold together much
longer. More than once Czar Nicholas had drawn the attention
of the British Government to the danger of this state of affairs,
and had suggested that the Balkan peoples should become
independent under his protection, while Britain annexed
Egypt or Crete. But fear and hatred of Russia had already
become an obsession with the British people, and they regarded
the Czar's recent intervention against the Hungarians (§ 125)
as the act of a brutal tyrant. So his advances were coldly
rejected—in fact, they were regarded as further evidence of
designs which would culminate in an attack on India.
Nicholas was also on bad terms with France. Disputes had
arisen about the guardianship of the Holy Places at Jerusalem
between Greek monks supported by the Czar (the official
protector of the Orthodox Church) and Latin monks supported
by Napoleon (who posed as the champion of Catholicism).
Furthermore, Napoleon had a personal grudge against Nicholas,
who had haughtily refused to treat him as an equal.
As Nicholas could not get Britain to agree to the suggestion
of partition, he reverted to his earlier policy of gaining a general
control over the Sultan (§ 109). The old Treaty of Kutchuk
(1774) had given Russia a vaguely-worded claim to intervene

